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ister of War from January, 1886, to May, 1887, when
his heavy expenditures on the army, and his aggressive
hostility towards Germany, had caused the fall of the
last cabinet to which he belonged. Always classed as
a Eadical, he now proposed revision of the constitu-
tion, although precisely what that revision was to be he
refused to say. The Bonapartists, who hoped for the
overthrow of the Republic and cared little what the
name of the next Emperor might be, trooped after him
almost to a man. A considerable part of the Monarch-
ists, also, were glad to fish in troubled waters, and
followed him;1 and he secured, besides, the support
of a good many Radicals, because in spite of their
success they were dissatisfied. They had failed to
attain their ideal,2 for the ideal of the extreme French
Radicals is so far removed from actuality as to be unat-
tainable, and hence they are never satisfied with any-
thing that exists, their constant desire being for change,
not to say destruction. For a moment the
danger was great, and, indeed, had a war
broken out, or had Boulanger himself been a man of
real capacity, it is not impossible that the Republic
might have been brought to an untimely end. But the
Republicans who remained faithful realized the gravity
of the crisis. They drew together, and Boulanger was
heavily beaten at the general election of 1889.3

1  See the Comte deChaudordy,Za France en 1889\ p. 73 ; Jules Simon,
Souviens-toi, pp. 153-59; " The Stability of the French Kepublic," Forum,
vol. 10, p. 383.

2  Channes, Letter of Oct. 1, 1883.

8 For a discussion of Boulanger's defeat and its effect on parties, see
articles by G. Monod, Contemp. Rev., vol. 68, p. 19, and vol. 60, p. 911.